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POST-COLONIAL AURA - A DIASPORA
INDIAN DIASPORA WRITERS POST ~COLONISATION

[ lltcrgmrc is the literature of the countries that
’¢d mainly by European countries. Post- colonial

e col

uterature often addresses the problems and consequences of
the dec 'omization of a country, especially questions relating
to th poltical and cultural in

dependence of formerly
sulated people.

pora has been a favorite topic in the transnational world
iterature for innovative literary outputs in the recent years.
People who have flown and tried to settle over the distant
territories of the world for various reasons have always found
in dual conditions in the process of settling down. They do
r 'y from secured assurance of home and they cannot
11 roots being blown over in fragments of uncertain

lies in a foreign land. The intellectuals and authors

hav o iried to represent these feelings in diverse ways, all over
vorld.

" | 'DIAN DIASPORA WRITERS POST
. - OLONIZATION:

Writers of the Indian Diaspora have been in the center stage in
the last decade chiefly because of the theoretical formulation
being generated by their works, languages and cultures are
transformed when they come in contact with the others. These
writers are often pre-occupied with the elements of nostalgia
as they seek to locate themselves in new cultures.

The writers of Indian Diaspora practice a variety of literary
forms and present an extra-ordinary diversity of ethnic cities,
languages and religious traditions. Emmanuel S. Nelson
writes in the “Writers of the Indian Diaspora “ Bio-
bibliographical critical source book , that writers of the Indian
Diaspora share a Diaspora consciousness generated by the
complex network of historical connections , spiritual and
unifying affinities, racial memories and that this shared
sensibility is manifested in the cultural productions of the
Indian Diaspora Communities around the world. The element
of 'home sickness', 'longing' and a quest for identity or roots
mark the Diaspora Fiction.

ATTRIBUTES OF DIASPORIC WRITINGS

MOHSEENA BANU

* The primary characteristics of the Diaspora wr'!lc(s arc the
quest for identity, uprooting and re-rooting, msnder_ and
outsider syndrome, nostalgia or a nagging sense of guilt.

 Diaspora has been a new phenomenon now just as exile or
expatriate in our globalizing world.

« Diaspora isderacinated population leaving cultural and
ethnic origin in motherland other than where they
currently reside.

* Their economic, social and political affiliations cross
borders of Nations.

 Diaspora studies presume the existence of qisple_xced
groups of people who retain a collective sense of identity.

* AsTerry Eagleton writes in “The idea of Culture” that the
very word 'culture' contains a tension between m_akmg and
being made most diaspora writers concentrate dlﬁ'efences
in exploring how new and old diaspora relate to their land
of origin and the host land and the host culture. Often
their major concerns in works are split and flow nature of
individual identities.

* The Diaspora writers turn to their homelands for various
reasons.For e.g. V.S. Naipaul who is in a perpetual quest
for his roots turn to India for the same. Rushdie visits
India to mythologize its history, Mistry visits and re-visits
India for a kind of re-vitalization and to re-energize his
aching soul. Bharthi Mukerjee's childhood memories
harken her time and again.

IMPORTANCE OF INDIAN DIASPORIC WRITINGS

Indian Diaspora writings help in many ways and is a powerful
network connecting the entire globe. It helps to Re-discover
the commonality and inclusiveness of India. This literature
worksas a channel to strengthen the bonds between the

different states of India and of India in relation with the other
countries at large.

Diaspora opinions helps to break through the past alienation
and isolation which caused much injustice and abuse of
human rights. It also serves as an outlet to the pent up
passions, emotions and feelings providing a ventilator to
grievances and grudges. In other words,DiasporaLiterature
as a cathartic indignation. The welfare and well-being of the
overseas Indians, a sense of securities for them and India's
greater concern is brought out through their writings.
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A L AHIRI'S
RUGGLE FOR IDENTITY IN JHUMPA
NOVEL “THE NAMESAKE™
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Th ‘ 15 one of the most successtul of the Indian

writers who created the difference among all the women

wrniters - She s a dazzling story teller with a distinctivevoice.

She is different from other Indian writers writing in English.

Most of the first generations writers of Indian fiction are born

and brought up in India. But Jhumpa Lahiri's connection with

India is through her parents and grandparents.India would

appcar to her sometimes full of wonders and sometimes full of
beggars.

The writers who live outside comment confidently on
economic, social, political scenario may appear very often
exaggerating or understating. However Lahiri is honest and
authentic to her experiences. For Lahiri 'every visit was an
emotional see-saw across continent and cultures). Lahiri is an
Indian by ancestry, British by Birth, American by
immigration. She targets western audience by deliberately
portraying the Indian American life.

It is very much appealingthat Jhumpa Lahiri is the child of
Indian immigrants when we think of literature of Indian
Diaspora. Immigration became a blessing in disguise as that
makes herDiaspora writer. She crosses borders when she
migrates from England, her birth place to the USA and
became an American citizen.

The recurrent theme in Lahiri's writings is the bitter-sweet
experience of immigrant to America from India. Her
characters are often caught in a cultural indeterminate state
excited about their new home, but grieving their loss of their
country of origin. Lahiri belongs to the second of Indian
Diaspora whose on-going quest for identity never seems to
end. Her characters also bespeak the glory of common life

In the novel “Namesake' Lahiri's ex
as a child of immigrants resemble
Gogol Ganguly. She reflects on th
creates a narrative that reveals th
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The title of 'The Namesake' rcﬂcc.ts th_c struggle of Gogol
Ganguly goes through to identify with his unu§ual name ‘_he
novel represents the experience of a very specific community
which has no name. The novel centers on the couple .and
community of Bengali origin in the USA mi gra?ed f(?r various
reasons. Sociologically they are first and their children are
second generation South-Asians immigrants or South Asian

Americans

Narratingthe story of Ashoka and Ashima Ganguly Lahiri
focuses on the cultural dislocations of family immigrants in
Calcutta who settle in Boston, to study, work and raise a
family.

The great concern of the novel is that Gogol the representative
of community without a name, is himself misnamed Gogol.
He struggles with a name he is embarrassed by and a heritage
either Indian or American, he is not sure either. Gogol wants
to redefines himself as a born brought up of USA, rather than
to be identified from his parents' Bengali immigrant culture.

Iq order to self-definition, he abandons the name Gogol and

tries to become someone else. The question of identity is

crucial when a person is culturally displaced and he cannot co-

relate'wit}} any of the two worlds in which he is living. While

experiencing identity confusion from change of names Gogol
1s nonetheless is able to define his identity. Since Gogol is
born after his father survives in a horrifying train accident, his
father sees Gogol as a pet name as a gesture of his
rgblrth.quever, Gogol does not understand how meaningful
his name is when he is young. Gradually he starts accepting
tl}e uncommonness of his name which creates problems with
his identity when he grows up.

Il:le main problem with Gogol is that he is hyphenated

t:}ral::ter l“'“'\g In two totally different worlds, the stress of
which he can't cope up, he is lost and rifts away from his
pal:gntg and culture. He does like to be known by a name
which is neither an Indian nor American, The name becomes

—{_Post- Colonial Debates-

Natlon, Race, Gender and CiihmaT Trantity |
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Lik Ashima. Gogol's mother arrives with her husband
/ ) 1ving noidea of going to a place called Boston, far off
fror parents  But she agrees for the marrage m....cn her
hu would be there  Ashima often feels upset and
hot & and sulks alone in their apartment.  She feels
emc ally dislocated from the comfortable home of :nf
fath ull of loved ones and yearns to go back. Ashima and
Asho o iry o create Bengal clutching to their roots and culture

m Avcnca, far from the land of their birth.  They speak
Beng 11 and eat only Bengalh dishes with their hands and try to
restor- their traditions The sense of alicnation from the
western culture and the land where they live creates a feeling
of rootlessness among the children who can neither correlate
with the place they are born, nor to the place to which they
belong Parents do their utmost to create Bengali ambience
for Gogol and Sonia by arranging Bengali get-togethers But
as the two grow in hybrid culture, part Bengali, part American
gingerly respond to their parents efforts to create an oasis of
Bengali culture. On one hand Ashima tells Gogol about the
durga puja . and makes him memorize Tagore's verses, on the
other hand she is conscious of her child being an American
student . as she makes him watch Sesame Street and the
¢lectric company, to match with the English he uses at school.
So Gogol is always sailing in two boats simultaneously.

‘Multiculturalism'suggests the co-existence of a number of
different cultures. It does not encourage different cthnic
religions lingual or racial constituents of a partially society or
degrade and alienate each other, so that such society 4_.m
damaged. The "Namesake' is a perfect reference for Lahari's
story of the strangeness of the Indian immigrants experience
in the United States. Gogol desires to blend in the American
society and wants to live unnoticed. But he is not Sai& as
an American by the other Americans even though he is a
native born citizen. He wants to pulls a wall between E_M_ mw%
and his present but finds it difficult. The adoption of z__ _,_ _w
a part to live only in the present, but the ghost of OQ%MOM m_ﬂ.mz
to him that he signs his old name unconsciously ﬂ:v e
immediately when he is addressed as Nikhil. nnnm !

tries to carry the burden of two names. He experie

feeling of being in-between.
Jhumpa Lahiri tries to focus on th
had faced inher childhood. ..:_n.vac_
symbolizes the problems of identity. N

¢ issue of identity what she
em of Gogol's name
ikhil replaces Gogol

when he enters Yale University as a freshman  Here nobody

knows s his carhicr name  He feels relieved and confident No

one knows him as Gogol but Nikhil Gogol 1s an outsider in
an Amencan socicty where he does not feel inumacy with
Indianess So ‘'who he 1s ‘becomes a great problem. Even after
making crase his past s failure o assert his identity 18 seen in
his relationship with women He n_.co.z not want Ruth or
Maxine to meet his parents Such efforts are made to escape

his past identity and hentage

CONCLUSION

The Namesake convincingly 1llustrates the lives of both first
generation and sccond generation Indian migrants in the
USA_ Alicnation is a part of expenence of the Indian
Diaspora and even if people are at home in any part of the
world. it does not mean that they will not become victims of
the sense alicnation. The novel also shows how the
immigrants cultural dilemmas in the foreign systems. She has
tried to answer all these questions with poise and through the
quest of identity of her characters. The second generation
Diaspora finds their roots only after c:nnqmc.:_m cultural
imbalance. Diaspora is all about the creation of new
identitics, spaces for growth, resolutions of n.s::.ﬁw and the
new culture. Lahiri shows that the immigrants in their
enthusiasm to stick their own cultural belief customs
gradually imbibe the cultural base of the host country So.
Their own children groom to be 'bilingual' and 'bicultural’,
face cultural dilemmas and displacement more.  But at last
Lahiri also shows that all immigrants carve their roots in the
course of time and it is not necessary that they should settle in
the country of their origin.

REFERENCES:
¢ WWW %9.8%.oos\m:n_Qwroi:z&u:.&wm ora

«  www.rupkatha.com

www literaturewise.in

«  www.biography.com

o www.thriftbooks.com

+  AdityaSinha: “Review of the Namesake”".

« Jhumpa Lahiri: “The Namesake” New Delhi, Harper
Collins, 2003

« Googleimages

«  Wikipedia

[(VETFrstGrade College }——

Scanned by CamScanner



